X.

THE LOCOMOTIVE CHASE.

IT is requisite to pause here in recounting the oper-
ations under General Mitchel's personal direction to
sketch briefly the Andrews expedition3 sent out to
burn bridges in Georgia. This expedition has be-
come known far and wide as the one incident of the
war especially noted for romantic, daring adventure.
Men had before chased each other, on foot and on
horseback, in wagons, but never was a military raid
made on a locomotive, and the raiders pursued over
long miles of rail by an enemy similarly mounted.
And thus far it is the only instance in the history of
war.

There is still another feature. It has been claimed
that the expedition was a part of a plan of General
Mitchel of very great importance, and intended not
only as an auxiliary for his own occupation of the
territory he seized, but to prepare the way for the
occupation of East Tennessee, without the necessity
of calling for any considerable force. It has been
argued that he directed Andrews to burn the bridges
between Atlanta and Chattanooga, but to spare the
great bridge across the Tennessee Eiver at Bridge-
port ; that he would then advance upon Chattanooga
over this bridge, and occupy it; while Gen. E. K.

1 This account is based on Daring and Suffering, a narrative of the
events of the expedition, by the Rev, William Pittinger.f his colonels
